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-Norman Grindley

A truck that spilled its cargo of corn in the vicinity of Roe Town in Kingston, sent residents of the neighbouring com-

munities scrambling for containers to cart away the commodity yesterday. •

IN BRIEF
Assessment
Programme
Minister of State in the
Ministry of Education and
Culture, Phyllis Mitchell,
has said the National
Assessment Programme
(NAP) would help to end
the practice in many
schools "where priority
attention is given to those
who are perceived to
have the potential to pass
the Common Entrance
Examination to the detri-
ment of the weaker stu-
dents".

JDF recovers
magazine
The Jamaica Defence
Force (JDF) said that the
magazine and rounds
which were reported
missing were recovered
intact yesterday morning
at the Rockfort Diesel
Power Station where the
items originally went
missing on Tuesday. The
JDF is continuing investi-
gations.

Founder's
Day
Ms. Scarlette GHIings,
managing director of the
Jamaica Social
Investment Fund, will be
the guest speaker at the
Founder's Day ceremony
of the Foundation for
International Self-Help
Development at its head-
quarters, Gordon Town
Road, St. Andrew, today.

Tourism
conference
With a month to go
before the start of the
Second Caribbean Hotel
and Tounsm Investment
Conference in Jamaica,
more than a hundred
executives from the
Caribbean and North
America involved in hotel
tourism and travel opera-
tion and financing have
registered as delegates

Motor vehicle
death
Aru 'a Clarke, 59. of De
la Veqa City, St
C it! enne. died in thr>

Spanish Town Hcx>pit'
yesterday moraine '• TI
injur s sustaineo
notor . e >!Cle accent m

the Bog Walk gorge he
Police Information Centre
said

Court told...

Holness tried to 'box'
presiding officer

ALLEGATIONS OF open voting,
attempts by the Jamaica Labour
Party's Andrew Holness to intimi-
date electoral officials and various
other irregularities were brought
before the Election Court.

On Wednesday* the court also
noted that the allegations were
serious and Holness did not file an
affidavit in relation to those allega-
tions.

Dudley Thompson, QC, who
represented Dr. Warren Blake, the
People's National Party candidate,
said the affidavits filed in court
have not been denied. He said
there were criminal elements and
asked that the files be sent to the
Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP).

Mr. Thompson said he hoped
the DPP will demonstrate that
such things "will not be put up
with in the future". He asked the
court to make pronouncements

that "this sort of atmosphere"
which existed in the constituency
on election day, December 18 last
year, will not be tolerated.

He also asked the court to make
a ruling as to whether a person can
vote openly. He said there was an
obligation to the general public to
see to it that the secrecy of ballots
was preserved.

An affidavit was given that
Holness and supporters went to
polling division 72 at 11.30 a.m.
on election day, and said that the
polling division should have been
at a different location. The presid-
ing officer said they wanted to
take the ballot box to St. Stephens'
School. The presiding officer said
in her affidavit, Holness attempted
to 'box' her. She said soldiers
intervened saying that the' box
should not be removed

The affidavit disclosed that in
PD 72 a total of 338 votes were

cast for Dr. Blake, 7 votes for
Holness and 1 for Steve Daley, the
National Democratic Movement
candidate at the preliminary count
On December 22 at the final
count, the box was empty. The
presiding officer then expressed
shock that the ballots were miss-
ing.

Attorney-at-law Ruby Walcott
submitted that the affidavits pre-
sented before the court, were not
credible because they were taken
from presiding officers and poll
clerks who were employed to the
Electoral Office.

She submitted there were no
affidavits from electors in the con-
stituency and that irregularities
outlined could apply to every con-
stituency. The irregularities out-
lined were not sufficient to sub-
stantiate distortion of the electoral
process, she said.

- Rudolph Brown
A distressed mother
(Annette Harris) at
l e f t , grieving with
her daughter
(Meyan Rodriguez)
who has just found
out that she is HIV
positive in a drama
presentation by peer
educators which
formed part of the
programme held
Wednesday at the
Mutual Life build-
ing to mark the cer-
tification of a group
of more than SO
community health
aides. They have
successfully com-
pleted a course of
study in HIV and
AIDS prevention. I

Flawed election
CONTINUED FROM Al

he said "I can't give any definite
decision."

He attended court also and heard
the evidence, some of which
alleged irregularities on his part

Dr Blake was positive that, had
it not been for the irregularities, he
would have won hands down
Brimming with confidence, he
said. "I won the first lime and I
will win agam. just like 1 did the
first time round "

The Constituted ^uthonry sub-
mitted a f f i d a v i t s to support i ts
claim in relation to the irrcgulao
DCS

Chief Justice the HOTI Lcnsley
Wolfe. Senior Puisne Judge Mr
Justice Walker and Mr Justice
I^angnn, heard the application and
ruled that the "court is unanimous-
ly of the view that the ev idence
adduced by the Cons t i t u t ed
Aulhonlv substantiates grounds
for voiding the taking of the poll in
the constituency of West Central
Si Andrew, as prescribed m w
lion ^7 suh<icctions (b) Ul) and
i i f the Hcction Petitions At t

t court said it spec i f ica l ly
f i - i i m i 'that halkvt boxes were tarn
pcrrd w ith ,ind the number of clcc
IOTV on the l i < - t of i -dors fof the
r ic- ' s is re b - 1 the

difference in the number of votes
cast for the candidate declared the
winner and the candidate who was
not declared the winner"

The court also found "that votes
were polled by persons who were
not bona fide electors, thereby
casting doubt on the integrity of
the votes counted for the candidate
declared elected

It uas also the court's finding
'that there were irregularities dur-
ine election dav in one or more
polling stat ions or polling d i v i -
s ions m the said const i tuent
w h i c h led to a substantial distor-
tion or subversion of the process
of free and fair election

•\s ,i result of those findings the
court declared "that the taking of
the poll in the general election of
Members of the Mouse of
RcprcMMitativcs held on the 18lh
day of Dcxcmbci. 1997 is void in
respect of polling divisions 2^ 49.
S6 V7. S8 M. 71 and 72 in the
constituent v of NVcst C cntral St
A n d r e w It was also declared
'that the t ak ing of the poll in the
general r Irt lion of Members of the
Mouse of Representatives held on
the IR lhdav of December 1997 is
void in rrspc<t to the whole con-
s t i t u e n c y of West C e n t r a l St
And rev.

drivers'
dispute
settled

PETROLEUM TANKER dri-
vers returned to work after a
brief work stoppage yesterday
following an agreement that
insurance coverage which had
expired for some of them was
being put in place

"Everything is back to nor-
mal," said Cleveland, Guscott,
chief union delegate of the
National Workers Union (NWU)
which represents the tanker dri-
vers He said that the tanker dri-
vers who took action had not
been satisfied that their concerns
were being met He said when
contractors s tar ted to make
insurance payments for the dri-
vers yes terday, normal i ty
resumed

In a s ta tement yesterday.
Minister of Mining and Energy
Robert Pickersgill said that load-
ing operat ions , which were
de layed at the Petrojam
Refinery, got under way shortly
after mid-day following the bro-
kcnng of an arrangement by the
Ministry whereby insurance cov
c ragc w h i c h had exp i r ed fo r
some t a n k e r d r i v e r s is being
e x t e n d e d u n t i l n e x t w e e k
\\ cdncsd.tv

The cxu n
f a c i l i t a t e p.r
bv the rcli -
tors for t h e
cr<igc for t t

m order to
being made
IL'C contrac-
ion of co\
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Help for
drug crime

victims
By McPhen* Thompson

Staff Reporter

r • 1HE MINISTRY of National
I Security and Justice said

JL. money obtained from drug
assets seized by the Government
will be used to assist victims of
drug-related crimes.

Part of the funds will also be
used to develop the infrastructure
of the justice system, the Ministry
said in response to concerns raised
by the U.S. State Department that
"Jamaica has not provided for ear-
marking of forfeited assets for
counterdrug purposes".

Last week, the State Department
gave the green light to US
President Bill Clinton to certify
Jamaica as co-operating in the fight
against illicit drugs.

However, it said that many
important actions stil) remained to
be taken by the Jamaican
Government to fully meet the
counterdrug goals and objectives

In February, the Supreme Court
gave the go-ahead for the Director
of Public Prosecutions (DPP) to
seize a house in Kirkland Heights,
SL Andrew, belonging to business-
man Errol Anthony Leys, who was
convicted of drug charges.

Leys was convicted in June 1997
for possession of and dealing in
ganja, using premises for the stor-
age of ganja and taking steps to
export ganja.

The State Department has also
expressed concern about other mat-
ters of national security and justice,
including the "early resolution" of
26 active extradition hearings
pending with Jamaica.

A Ministry official referred The
Gleaner to the office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions
(DPP), bdt that office in turn said
the matter was properly the
purview of the Ministry.

The Gleaner learnt, however,
that several of the 26 cases to
which the State Department
referred were actually at various
stages before the courts, and in
others, warrants have been issued
and handed over to the police for
them to apprehend the alleged fugi-
tives.

The Ministry said the Anti-
Corruption Act will address the
concern of the State Department
that the Jamaican Government
needs to "take strong steps to con-
trol drug-related public corrup-
tion". The Act will provide for the
registration of income, assets and
liabilities of public servants, and
establish a commission for the pre-
vention of corruption.

It said it has already begun to
address the State Department's
concern about security at air and
sea ports. "There is an ongoing
drive by the Government to ensure
the security or air and sea ports,"
the Ministry said.

NEW CABLE & WIRELESS I
GETS SPECIAL PRIVILEGES I

*_„ * ?*— _M^J .!•*•••• •Kf^gj^^B

In* new Cable A Winks*
continue to get special privi-
leges at part of the successful
bail out plan that was imple-
mentmd fo help Jamaicans cop*
with thm economic. pressures*.
This if bring done as a moans
of showing appreciation for the
outstanding service that Cable
A Wireless hat given to
Jamaica. At part of me plan,
staff members of Cable &
Wireless will be given massive
discounts on all items pur-
chased, no matter the quantity,
at Public Supermarket, located
in Manor Centre at 195
Constant Spring Head, Kingston
10.
SPECIALS FOR EASTER
Customers of Public
Supermarket can take advan-
tage of the special offers on
cheese for Caster, as
indicatmdsTastee Cheddar
Cheese Sib., $550.99 retail,
$498.99 wholesale; Tastee
Cheddar Cheese lib., $159.99
retail, $148.99 wholesale;
Chesdale Processed Cheddar
Cheese lib., $126.99 retail,
$116.99 wholesale; Anchor
Mild Cheddar Cheese 1 Ib.
$143.99 retail, $134.99 whole-
sale; fdam Cheese 1/2 Ib.,
$65.99 retail, $60.99 whole-
sale; and Cream Cheese
$121.50 per Ib., retail, or
$115.99 per Ib., wholesale. All
wholesale prices refer to the
purchase of 3 or more of a spe-'at- ."
CffIC fWTTlB

Additionally, for Lent, there are
special low prices on fish, such
ass Stiver Snapper, $97.50 per
lb./45Ogm.; King Fish, $110.25
per lb./45Ogm.; Grey Snapper
$114.35 per lb./45Ogm.; Pink
Salmon $122.47 per
lb./45Ogm; Red Snapper
(whole), $128.99 per
lb./45Ogm.; Bongamary (head-
less, $69.40 per lb./45Ogm.;
and Bangamary Filet 4500m.
for $102.50

SUPER S A V I N G S
Public Supermarket olio stocks

groceries, fruits and vagefob/oslH
of few prices: Get Water Melons |M
for $16.99 per lb./45Ogm.;\
Apples (red and green) fort
$20.00 each; Carrots for $21.99
per lb./45Ogm.; Cabbage for
5/9.99 perlb./450gm.; String
Beans for 439.99 per
lb./450gm.; Pumpkin for $9.99
per lb./45Ogm.; and Pac Choy
for just $ 19.99 per tb./4SOgm.
Additionally, there is Mince for
a low $32.99 per lb./450gm.;
and Mountain Peak Instant
Coffee 6ox. for $280.99 retail,
$257.99 wholesale.
UNCONDITIONAL QUARANTEE
Public Supermarket is offering
an unconditional guarantee,
where they will beat or match
any price, for the same product,
in any recognized supermarket
in the corporate area, and they
guarantee that their products
are always of top quality, tf cus-
tomers are not totally satisfied,
they will get a refund on their
POrCFREE CASH COUPONS
Customers of Public
Supermarket can get FREf CASH
COUPONS with any purchase
over $ 1,OOO.OO. These coupons
can go towards purchasing fur-
niture and appliances at
Khemlani Mart and Galleria,
jewelery at Jewelerama, cloth-
ing at Lord and Lady, and all
items at Public Pharmacy.

DISCOUNT ON DRL'QS EVERYDAY
The new Public Pharmacy has
special deals for senior citizens,
with a 10% discount being
offered on prescription drugs
for senior citizens, every dcry of
the week. Plus, Public
Pharmacy has o wide variety of
products, including health foods
ell at very affordable prices.

Shop at Public

DJJ
TEL:925-6409. 925-4336

---- ,_ _. . ----- Supermarket
between the hours of 9:OOom to
8:OOpm Mondays to Thursdays,
9:OOam to 9:OOpm Fridays and
Saturdays, and 9:OOem to
4:OOpm on Sunday*, for your
convenience.

PUBLIC
PHARMACY
ALA JJ DJi sjAj]'fJ^
TEL:941-1223. 941-1225

GROUP OF COVPAME1. ADVT.


